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bricsionmaonet M. Thoroas L. Wichmann Control & o
Washington State Dept - Document Manager
« U.S. DOE, Idzho Operations Office HLW & FD
Hall 850 Energy Drive; Mail Stop 1108
MedynB.Reaves  Jdaho Falls, ID 83401-1563
CO-VICE CHAIRS: .
SiGmen  Subject: INEEL High-Level Waste Draft EIS
BOARDMEMBERS:  Dear Mr. Wichmann:
Local Busiasss )
:""“ ma:‘:_ Some members of the Hanford Advisory Board (HAB) attended the February 3 presentation
Ricard Bergnd conducted by staff of the U.S. Department of Energy on the Idaho High-Level Waste and
e o Facilities Disposition Draft Envi [ Impact $ (EIS). On behalf of the HAB,
SusanLecend  we are submitting the following t to be idered by DOE.
Local Enviranment
Yewrhoae The HAB is not prepared at this time to provide specific comments on the EIS. The Hanford
bocal Governntent  yitrification plant has not been constructed and thus will not be available for several years.
Pam S In addition, when it becomes operational, it will take many years to vitrify Hanford tank
Govantamen  wastes. Thus, it would be premature at this time for us to comment on. the EIS alternative
oMl shat would send INEEL high-level wastes to Ilanford for viwification.
Yo
Trbal Govemment - However, three consistent positions of our Board relate to the issue.
Danna Powaukee
m";’f“; 1 En Advice #13 and subsequent pieces of advice, we have stated that if another sit_e
o Trocis 59-1 sends waste to Hanford for treatment, it should not be sent until a treatment facility is
Urivershy ).E% builtand operating, Once treated, the waste must be returned to the sending si@
Jamskniawmm ” + 51—5 I\E(E)
Ppunticatisga 2. EYe cannot support Idzho’s waste coming to Hanford until all of Hanford’s high-level
il 592 Wwastchas been treated. 'We emphasized in our recent statement on tank wastes that
swemon "¢ () the Hanford tanks are one of the most urgent environmental threats to the country.
Roglonal Enviro) ‘We have three types of tanks: those that bave leaked, those that will leak, and those
Mtk Bock that will leak again. The single-shell tanks are already beyond their design life an‘d
i';'ai:’ mﬁf the double-shell tanks will reach that point before the vitrification process is
Bl completed. Vitrification of these wastes must proceed expeditiously and be
Stata of Oregon completed before a major accident occurs with the aging tan k:[s.
e
i . [We have indicated in soveral pieces of advice that if any wastes come to Hanford for
Confdeated Thhesof o), treatment or disposition “the sending site should cover all costs.” The Hanford
wﬁnmn'm I|.£(3) budget is not adequate to cover even the costs of our own cleanup efforts in
partmert of 2
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accordance with our Tri-Party Agreement and reguiatory requirements, The impact
of offsite wastes on the inadequate budget of Hanford and the environmental impacts
of any diversion of Hanford cleanup funds must be factored into decisions on offsite
wastes and should be thoroughly analyzed in this EIS. The Hanford cleanup dollars
should not be used t subsidize the receipt, treatment, and/or storage of offsite
was(eg

EVe would appreciate being consulted as this process continues forward, particularly when a
preferred alternative or other decisions are being considered which might impact Hanfo@

Very truly yours,
Merilyn B. Reeves, Chair
Hanford Advisory Board

ce:  Keith Klein, Manager, DOE-RL
Dick French, Manager, DOE-ORP
Tom Fitzsi: Director, Washi Department of Ecology
Chuck Clarke, Regional Admini U.S. Envirc 1 Protection Agency
‘Wade Ballard, Acting Designated Federa) Official
The Oregon and Washington Congressional Delegations
Michael Gearheard, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Dan Silver, Washington Department of Ecology
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